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“Where Is It?”  
Using Cardinal and Intermediate Directions  

to Locate European Places 
 
Political maps are designed to show borders between countries and the locations of 
major cities. They often include the names of major bodies of water. On this map, 
however, notice that the names of major cities and the names of the oceans and seas are 
not included.  Your teacher will ask you to locate and label some of these places in this 
assignment. 
 
1.) Find the compass rose near the top left part of the political map. All good maps have 
a compass rose to provide direction.  The letter “N” stands for “North.” Please label the 
remaining cardinal directions: East, West, and South on your map. You may abbreviate 
them with the letters “E,” “W,” and “S.” 
 
2.) On the compass rose, please label the intermediate directions: Northeast, 
Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest.  Again, you may abbreviate them in the 
following ways: “NE,” “NW,””SE,” and “SW.” 
 
3.)  Using a classroom map, or an Internet resource, locate and label the following 15 
capital cities:  London, Berlin, Moscow, Warsaw, Helsinki, Stockholm, Paris, Madrid, 
Rome, Oslo, Prague, Copenhagen, Ankara, Bucharest, and Kiev. 
 
4.) Using a classroom map, or an Internet resource, locate and label the following 10 
bodies of water: the North Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, the English 
Channel, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea, the Bay of Biscay, the Barents Sea, the Adriatic 
Sea, and the Baltic Sea. 
 

Directions: Use cardinal and intermediate directions and your newly labeled map to 
answer the following questions.  Write each answer in the space provided. 

 
5.) Edgar must travel from Oslo to London. In which direction will he travel? _______ 
 
6.) Ana lives in Prague. She wants to vacation at the Black Sea. In which direction will 

she travel? _______ 

7.) Carlo must travel from Rome to Warsaw.  In which direction will he travel? _______ 

8.) Akalena is a marine biologist studying life in the Mediterranean Sea.  She will return 

home to Kiev next month.  In which direction will she travel? _______ 
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9.) Giovanni is excited about his visit to Berlin. He lives in Helsinki. In which direction 

will he travel? _______ 

 
10.) Jorge is captain of a large ship.  He must sail from the North Sea through the 

English Channel to reach Portugal.  In which direction will he travel?  _______ 

 
11.) Marta lives in Ankara. She will soon begin a new career in France along the Bay of 

Biscay.  In which direction will she travel? _______ 

 
12.) Tyko lives in Madrid.  He will visit his girlfriend Alice in Stockholm. In which 
direction will he travel? _______ 
 
13.) Violeta will relocate from Bucharest to Prague for a new career as a photographer. 

In which direction will she travel? _______ 

 
14.) Rory lives in Ireland. He will vacation at the Adriatic Sea next week. In which 

direction will he travel? _______ 

 
15.) Stephanie lives in America. For her graduation gift, she will enjoy a two-week 
vacation in Europe.  Her itinerary, or travel schedule, begins in London.  From there, 
she will visit – in order – Moscow, Madrid, Rome, Stockholm, Ankara, and finally Paris. 
Explain the many directions she will take on her way from London to Paris. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 



Name ___________________________________  Period __________  Date _______________ 

 

 

 



N
am

e __
___

___
___

___
_____

____
___

___
___

___
  P

erio
d

 _
___

_____
___

__ D
ate___

____
___

___
___

__
 

 


	Cover2.pdf
	Slide Number 1


